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Stewardship: Growing in gratitude through prayer
Scripture reminds us that we are one church with many gifts. Each person’s gifts and the gifts of every
family and faith community are distinct and have been given to serve the body of Christ.
It is a vital principle of our faith that than just monetary giving, and it takes stewardship as a way of life and also
what we have received we must also discernment to fully appropriate this invites each Catholic person to join in
share for the good of all. To a very great concept. Earlier this year, I asked the the process.
The call to deeper conversion lies at
extent, Scripture is the story of God’s parishes of our Archdiocese to particigenerosity poured out to the people pate in a year of discernment to deter- the heart of my ministry as archbishop
and God’s call to share what has been mine what steps they can take to make and the ministry of priests, religious
stewardship a way of life in each parish and lay people to baptized Catholics.
received.
and among the Catholic To a very great extent, the path to deepAs parishes in the
people of our Archdiocese. er conversion is grounded in gratitude,
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conduct their parish stewardship campaigns, we all
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gifts is essential to the viARCHBISHOP
In response, many par- and gratitude is one of the basic printality of our parishes and
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their ministries, so I hope
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phasis on the stewardship
you have prayerfully conof time this year. These Grounded in gratitude
sidered your family’s parWhen we recognize that everything
ish stewardship pledge and responded parishes asked parishioners to make a
with generosity. If you haven’t done different kind of commitment, a pledge we have — our faith, our families, posso yet, I urge you to make a pledge to of time to put greater emphasis on sessions and even our next breath — are
share a portion of your treasure as an prayer, worship and efforts to nurture gifts freely given by God for no purpose
other than to demonstrate God’s love
expression of your faith, hope and love. their spiritual life.
This is an appropriate way to engage for us, we begin to appropriate an auStewardship takes discernment parishes in our Archdiocesan Steward- thentic attitude of Christian gratitude.
Money, however, is just one of the ship Plan and to begin a broad conver- But in our individualistic and secular
many gifts we are called to share. There sation about this principle of our faith. culture it is easy to overlook this most
is much more to Christian stewardship It will encourage parishes to adopt basic truth and to place our trust in self

BEING A CHRISTIAN STEWARD
Each one has received a gift, use
see
it to serve one another as good
d
stewards of God’s varied grace..
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and responsibility, acknowleging
God as creator and owner of all.
As disciples of Jesus, Stewards are
caretakers of all God’s gifts. Grati-tude for these gifts is expressed in
prayer, worship, offering, and the
action of sharing these gifts out of
love for one another.

Stewardship is what we do
after we say “I believe!””
ARCHBISHOP BRUNETT has announced a ‘Year of Discernment’ through June 2008, calling all parishes to prayerfully
consider their commitment to fostering Stewardship as a way
of life. For additional information and resources, please contact
Scott Bader at 206.903.4619 or 1.866.381.2033, email: scottb@
seattlearch.org. Or visit www.seattlearch.org/stewardship

sufficiency instead.
Because it is not reflexive to adopt
a proper attitude of gratitude for our
complete dependence on God, we need
to be intentional about carving out time
in our busy lives for prayer, Scripture
reading and reflection on our relationship with God.
For those who make such a commitment, one of the first fruits is a deeper
sense of gratitude and a growing recognition of our need to respond as
stewards for the immense love God has
shown for us.
During this year of discernment, I
will offer stewardship reflections periodically to draw attention to the many
facets of stewardship. My hope is that
our parishes and people will reflect on
what they have already done to make
stewardship a way of life, what they are
doing now and what efforts might be
appropriate in the future.
I am confident that this time of
prayerful reflection will bring about a
deeper conversion and a growing understanding that God gives it all and
that we are called to share in gratitude.
In this spirit, a spirit of true stewardship, we may be confident that our
many gifts are building the one body of
Christ in the Archdiocese of Seattle for
the praise and honor of our good and
generous God.

F R O M T H E VA T I C A N
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Today, the liturgy presents for our meditation the well-known Gospel
episode of Jesus' meeting with Zacchaeus in the city of Jericho. Who was
Zacchaeus? A rich man who was a "publican" by profession, that is, a
tax collector for the Roman authorities, hence, viewed as a public sinner.
Having heard that Jesus would be passing through Jericho, the man was
consumed by a great desire to see him, and because he was small of
stature, he climbed up into a tree. Jesus stopped exactly under that tree
and addressed him by name: "Zacchaeus, make haste and come
down; for I must stay at your house today" (Lk 19: 5). What
a message this simple sentence contains! "Zacchaeus": Jesus
called by name a man despised by all. "Today": yes, this very
moment was the moment of his salvation. "I must stay":
why "I must"? Because the Father, rich in mercy, wants
Jesus "to seek and to save the lost" (Lk 19: 10). The grace
of that unexpected meeting was such that it completely
changed Zacchaeus' life: "Behold, Lord, half of my
goods I give to the poor; and if I have defrauded
anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold" (Lk
19: 8). Once again, the Gospel tells
us that love, born in God's heart
and working through man's
heart, is the power that
renews the world.
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